
U S  H I S T O R Y  I  

INTRO TO REFORM 



REFORM? 

•  Brainstorm: what is your definition of the word 
reform 
•  Our class definition: make changes in (something, 

typically a social, political, or economic institution or 
practice) in order to improve it. 



Cause of reform in the 1800s = 
The Second Great Awakening 



SECOND GREAT AWAKENING (1/2) 

• Religious revival 
• Began in the late 

1700s, lasted until 
the middle of the 
1800s 
• Mostly in the 

Northeast and 
Midwest (esp. New 
York and Kentucky) 



SECOND GREAT AWAKENING (2/2) 

•  Bottom line, aka why does this matter? 
•  It led to many social reform movements including: 
•  Abolition of slavery 
•  Women’s rights 
•  Temperance (anti-alcohol) 
•  Educational reform 
•  Utopian communities 
•  Prison reform 
•  Transcendentalism 



WHY? 

•  Late 1700s most Americans no longer go to Church 
for many different reasons/beliefs 
•  God doesn’t play a role in everyday life 
•  God doesn’t care if someone goes to Church 
•  People were too busy to worship 



WHAT 

• Many religious faiths/
denominations 
sponsored religious 
revivals 
•  Emphasize one’s 

dependence on God 
•  Religion of the heart, 

not religion of the head 
•  Saving others and 

improving morality 



WHAT 

•  Most of these revivals were camp meetings 
•  Hear from many religious leaders over multiple days 
•  Very emotional 
•  Also served as social gatherings for Americans who lived on 

the rural frontier 



WHO 

•  Most influential evangelist 
was Charles Finney 
•  Someone who wants to 

convert others to 
Christianity 

•  Began his preaching's in 
NY in what would be 
called the “Burned Over 
district” 
•  He felt that the area had 

been so heavily 
evangelized as to have no 
"fuel" (unconverted 
population) left over to 
"burn" (convert). 



WHO 

•  Joseph Smith, Jr. 
•  Founded the 

Mormon religion 
•  Emphasized human 

agency – you can 
choose your own 
destiny 
•  Persecuted 



IMPACT? 

“Burned Over district” 


