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Debt 

During the French and Indian War, British National debt rose from 
£72 million ($15 billion today) to £129 million ($24 billion today) – 
British want the colonists to help them pay. 



Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763-1766) 

¤  Named after the leader of 
the Ottawa, Pontiac 

¤  Confederation of tribes in 
the Ohio River Valley who 
tried to drive the British out 
because they’re being 
disrespectful. 



Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763-1766) 

¤  British General, Lord Jeffrey 
Amherst would not bring gifts 
to maintain alliances 

¤  French had brought gifts 

¤  Prolonged the war by 
punishing the Native 
Americans instead of ending 
the war (smallpox blankets) 

¤  Many Native Americans fled 
across the Mississippi into 
Spanish territory 



Proclamation of 1763 

¤  Did not allow colonial 
settlement past the 
Appalachian Mountains 

¤  Trying to fix relationship with 
Native Americans 

¤  Even the British military 
could not keep settlers out 
of the west 



Sugar Act (1764) 

¤  Why? 
¤  Molasses Act of 1733 

expiring 
¤  End of F&I War 
¤  Canada 

¤  Colonists required to pay 3 
pence (about 25¢) per 
gallon of molasses 

¤  Also taxed sugar, wine, 
coffee, and fabrics 

¤  Tax on export of lumber and 
iron (and only to Britain) 



Currency Act (1764) 

¤  No standard currency in the colonies – colonists printed 
their own money called “Bills of Credit” 

¤  No standard value to base their currency on 

¤  Sept 1, 1764 - Currency Act put Great Britain in charge 

¤  Benefitted British merchants rather than the colonists 





Committees of Correspondence 

¤  First formed in Boston in 
1764 spread to New York 
and Virginia 

¤  Designed to share 
information between the 
different colonies (mostly 
against Britain) 

¤  Led boycotts against British 
goods and would expose 
merchants who continued 
to import 



Stamp Act (March 22, 1765) 

¤  Colonists have to purchase 
special stamped paper for 
everything: 

¤  Newspapers 

¤  Commercial documents 

¤  Licenses 

¤  Playing cards 

¤  Who will be hardest hit? 



An Emblem of the 
Effects of the 

STAMP." 



Sons of Liberty 
¤  Boston shopkeepers, laborers and artisans 

who organized a secret resistance group 
against the Stamp Act (often used violence 
– such as tarring & feathering tax collectors) 

¤  One of the founders was Samuel Adams 

This 
Sam Adams 

Not this one 



Quartering Act (1765) 

¤ Required the 
colonies to house 
and feed British 
soldiers 
¤  local inns, stables, 

barns 



Repeal of the Stamp Act (1766) 

¤  The Stamp Act was not 
effective – the colonist’s 
boycotts of British goods 
worked! 

¤  Benjamin Franklin in 
London told Parliament 
that if Britain sent in more 
troops their would be 
rebellion 

¤  Britain got rid of the Stamp 
Act – YAY! 



Declaratory Act (1766) 

¤  Passed on the same day 
the Stamp Act was 
repealed 

¤  Parliament had full right to 
make laws “in all cases 
whatsoever” 



The Townshend Acts (1767) 

¤  Taxes on imported 
materials (glass, lead, paint 
& paper) 

¤  Included a 3 pence (25¢) 
tax on tea 

¤  “Taxation without 
representation!” 

¤  Led to a well-organized 
resistance movement 



The Townshend Acts (1767) 

¤  Many women stopped 
buying British luxuries and 
started spinning bees and 
made their own home 
brew tea 


