


How did TR become 
president? 



The Modern Presidency 
“It is the duty of the president to 

act upon the theory that he is 
the steward of the people, 
and … to assume that he has 
the legal right to do whatever 
the needs of the people 
demand, unless the 
Constitution or the laws 
explicitly forbid him to do it.” 



The “Bully Pulpit” 
×  Influence the news and 

shape legislation to help the 
common people instead of 
big business 

×  “A simple and poor society 
can exist as a democracy on 
the basis of sheer 
individualism, but a rich 
and complex industrial 
society cannot so exist.” 



United States Domestic Policies 
1901 – 1909 

 
“… to provide everyone with 

a square deal” 

Consumer Health 
& Safety 

Labor Business 

Environment 



1) Business- Trustbusting 
×  Trust = legal body created to 

hold stock in many 
companies 

×  1900 controlled 4/5 of 
industries in the US 

×  Pioneer of trust-busting, 
suing under the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act 

×  Broke up 44 trusts 



1) Business - RR Regulation 
×  Elkins Act 1903 

×  Illegal for RR officials to 
give (and shipper to 
receive) rebates for using 
particular RRs 

×  Hepburn Act 1906 
×  Limited distribution of 

free RR passes (bribery) 
×  Max RR rates 



2) Labor - 1902 Coal Strike 
×  140,000 miners on strike 

×  20% raise 
×  9 hour workday 
×  Right to unionize 
×  5 months 

×  TR invites them to the White 
House to set up an arbitration 
commission 

×  Won 10% raise, 9 hour day, 
gave up right to strike for 3 
years, & closed shop 

×  Sets precedent for gov’t 
intervention in strikes 



3) Conservation 
×  U.S. Forest Bureau 1887 

×  19th c. Americans had not 
treated the land well 

×  John Muir 
×  148 acres of forest reserves 
×  1.5 million acres of water-

power sites 
×  80 million acres for the 

U.S. Geological Survey 
×  50 wildlife sanctuaries and 

national parks 

×  Westford is 20,000 acres 







Conservation 
×  Gifford Pinchot, head of 

U.S. Forest service 

×  conservation = some 
wilderness is preserved, 
some is developed for the 
common good 

×  National Reclamation Act 
(1902) 
×  Transform desert into 

agricultural lands 

×  Roosevelt Dam (AZ) 
×  Shoshone Dam (WY) 



Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming 



Badlands National Park, South Dakota 



Everglades National Park 
Florida 

Redwood National Park 
California 



Grand Canyon National Park 
Arizona 



Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 



Civil Rights 
×  Did not support rights for 

African Americans, but did 
support individual African-
Americans 
×  Invited Booker T. 

Washington to the White 
House 

×  1906 dismissed regiment 
of African-American 
soldiers without question 


