
Ending the, 
“War to End All Wars” 
US History II 



April 1917 
Kaiser Wilhelm II wrote 
"I do not care.” in 
response to a memo 
warning that provoking 
the U.S. into war would 
be a bad idea. 
 
U.S. officially declared 
war on April 2, 1917 



Spring 1917 
• Speed & strength of 
U.S. war effort is one 
of the, “great[est] 
strategic surprises of 
the 20th century” 
•  Industrial strength 
• Powerful navy 
• Small army of only 

140,000 



Spring to Summer 1918 
• Early spring only 
287,000 U.S. troops 
were stationed in Europe 

• Summer - the U.S. First 
Army numbered 500,000 
•  (Conscription Act of 1917) 

•  “Doughboys” 
• Germany had 
underestimated the 
power, courage, and 
determination of the U.S. 



"The Americans are multiplying 
in a way we never dreamt of." 
Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria, German 
commander 



Hundred Days Offensive 
• 8/8– 11/11, 1918 
• Very quick series of 
Allied victories that 
forced the Germans 
out of France 

• Americans, led by 
John J. Pershing, 
played a key role 



Armistice 
November 11, 1918 





Europe after Armistice 
•  The Triple Entente was not 

in a charitable mood 
•  Flanders (Belgium) destroyed 
•  Ancient city of Ypres 

devastated 
•  750,000 French homes 

destroyed 
•  Roads, coal mines, telegraph 

poles destroyed 
•  Mid-1918 Europe hit with 

influenza epidemic 

Anger directed at Germany 



Ypres, 1919 



FOURTEEN POINTS 
January 8, 1918 



Treaty of Versailles 
•  “Big Three” meet in Paris 
to discuss terms of a 
Treaty 
•  David Llyod George of 

Britain, Clemenceau of 
France and President 
Wilson 

•  George & Clemenceau 
want Germany to pay 

•  Wilson wants to retreat to 
isolationism 

• Reject all of Wilson’s 
ideas except the League 
of Nations 



Treaty of Versailles 
• Territorial: 

•  Land taken from Germany 
(given back to countries or 
put in control of the League 
of Nations) 

• Military 
•  Army reduced to 100,000 

men 
•  No tanks! 
•  No air force 
•  Demilitarized zone in the 

Rhineland 

• Financial: 
•  Industrial regions of 

Germany taken away 
•  War reparations ($$$) 

• General: 
•  “War Guilt Clause” 




