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Era of Good Feelings 

Some historians refer to the War of 1812 as the “Second War for Independence”. The United States 
was able to successfully stave off a British invasion creating a new sense of national spirit at home. 
Americans were finally feeling patriotic! “The Star Spangled Banner” was written during this war, and would 
eventually become the national anthem. Supported by Great Britain’s navy America felt powerful enough to 
issue the Monroe Doctrine. And after over twenty years of fighting, Europe settled into a long period of 
relative peace that would not be broken until World War I.  

However, in the United States the Federalist Party had a series of missteps. They had not supported 
war under Democratic-Republican president James Madison. To make matters worse, as the war was 
waged, New England Federalists met for a convention in Hartford, Connecticut. There the delegates to the 
convention discussed whether or not to secede from the United States and reach their own peace 
agreement with England. They also debated removing the 3/5 Compromise from the Constitution, which 
gave the Southern states more representation in Congress. Americans, especially in the South, were not 
pleased; to them the Federalist Party seemed out-of-touch with what the American people wanted. After 
Andrew Jackson’s decisive victory at New Orleans the Federalists lost all their influence. Disgraced, they 
disappeared, leaving America with only one political party: the Democratic-Republicans. 

President James Monroe, riding high on his sweeping victory in the election of 1816, embarked on a 
Great Goodwill Tour to try and bring together his country. In a grand gesture he even travelled to the 
Federalist New England where the Boston Columbia Sentinel reporting on the President’s 1817 visit wrote, 
“During the late Presidential Jubilee many persons have met at festive boards, in pleasant conversation, 
whom party politics had long severed. We [repeat] with pleasure … all the circumstances which attended 
the demonstration of good feelings.” Even John Adams’s wife Abigail remarked that she believed this was 
Monroe’s way of making amends.  

Issues that would define the nation through the Civil War began subtly to come to the center of 
national attention. Due to new inventions manufacturing took its place beside agriculture and shipping as an 
important economic activity, and America got its first taste of economic depression when during the Panic of 
1819 the U.S. experienced it’s first peacetime financial crisis. Waves of pioneers pushed west, requiring the 
government to build new roads and canals to the population centers in the East, and the uneasy question of 
slavery, brushed over by the nation’s founders, raised its first national argument in the form of the Missouri 
Compromise. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. How did the Federalists lose power in the U.S.? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How did Clay’s American System contribute to the Era of Good Feelings? 
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3. How did the Monroe Doctrine contribute to the Era of Good Feelings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Is an “era of good feelings” sustainable?  


