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A War of  Attrition 

•  Spring of  1915, trenches are 
set and devastating 
•  Ex. First Battle of  the 

Somme, 7/1/16 – 11/16 

•  60,000 casualties (Day 1) 
•  1.2 million casualties overall 
•  7 miles of  ground 

•  Continued for over three 
years 

•  Modern machinery, ancient 
war tactics 







Neutrality? 

Who is Against War 

•  Socialists 
•  Capitalist and imperialist 

struggle for colonies and 
markets 

•  Pacifists 
•  William Jennings Bryan 
•  U.S. should set an example 

for peace 

•  “I didn’t raise my boy to be 
a soldier!” 



Neutrality? 

Who is not opposed 
to war? 

•  Immigrants 
•  Ties to European countries 

•  Americans who felt close to 
Britain (language, 
democracy, legal systems) 

•  Germany’s aggressive 
sweep through Belgium 
•  “Bully of  Europe” 

Economic Ties 



Why does America get 
involved? 

British blockade 
•  Contraband = food 

•  Blocking the North Sea 

•  Famine in Germany 
(424,000 deaths) 

German U-Boat Response 
•  Unterseeboot 

•  Sinking of  the Lusitania – 
May 7, 1915 

•  1,198 dead (128 
Americans) 



“He Kept Us Out of  War” 

•  Woodrow Wilson (D) v. 
Supreme Court Justice 
Charles Evan Hughes (R) 

•  Very close race! 

•  After winning re-election 
Wilson continues to urge for 
peace 

•  Germany announces 
unrestricted submarine 
warfare but Wilson decides to 
wait for “actual overt acts” 



Zimmerman Note 

•  Telegram from the German 
foreign minister à German 
ambassador in Mexico 

•  Alliance between Mexico 
and Germany. 

•  If  war between the US and 
Germany broke out, 
Germany would help 
Mexico get the “lost 
territory in Texas, New 
Mexico, and Arizona” 



The Last Straw 

•  Sinking of  four unarmed 
American merchant ships 
(36 dead) 

•  March 1917, Russia goes 
through a revolution and 
essentially withdraws from 
the war 

•  Monarchies vs. 
Democracies 



“The world must be safe 
for democracy” 

April 2, 1917, President Wilson’s War Resolution 


