
Name: Date: US History II 
XENOPHOBIA 

Before the Revolution 

Prior to the Russian Revolution, the Russian Empire was ruled by Czar Nicholas II (ruled 1894-1917), the last 
of the Romanov dynasty. During his reign Russia was involved in two major wars; the Russo-Japanese War and 
World War I.  While the Russo-Japanese war ended quickly under the guidance of U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt, WWI was harsh for the Russians. Food supplies ran low, while unemployment and inflation were 
high. The royal family also faced criticism for their association with Germany; Czarina Alexandra was a German 
princess. Following World War I Russia had experienced a massive loss of human life and territory, over 76% of 
Russian troops had been killed, wounded or taken prisoner. 

Fed up with their circumstances, and angry with the royal family, workers, peasants, and soldiers joined 
together to overthrow the Czar. Two Revolutions took place during 1917. During the March Revolution Czar 
Nicholas II was forced to abdicate [give up] his throne and a provisional [temporary] government was put in 
place. The Czar and his family were exiled to Siberia where they were later murdered by the Bolsheviks 
[Communists]. 

With the provisional government in place the Bolsheviks, under the leadership of Vladimir Lenin, took 
over the Russian government in the second revolution, known as the October Revolution. Lenin assumed power 
and established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) an association of many countries of Eastern 
Europe including: Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus. Lenin founded the USSR following the principles of 
communism outlined by Karl Marx. The USSR would be an economic and political system whose primary aim 
was a classless and stateless society achieved through common ownership of public goods. The rich and powerful 
needed to removed from power to make way for the workers. 

1. How is communism incompatible with Americans ideas of capitalism and democracy? 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Scare 

Following the Russian Revolution there was an ever-growing fear of Bolshevism and anarchists in America 
(anarchists are people who rebel against any authority, established order, or ruling power). The First Red Scare 
(1919-1920) occurred in American following a series of strikes as well as bombings aimed towards politicians 
and business leaders. Americans were afraid of a communist uprising. Many were frightened that immigrants 
arriving in America, particularly those from Russia, may try to start a communist revolution. This fear towards 
immigrants because known as xenophobia, an unreasonable fear or hatred towards foreigners or strangers. 

 

2. What is xenophobia? Why did it occur in America between 1919 and 1920? 

 

 

 



Mending Wall         Robert Frost, 1874 - 1963 

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it, 
And spills the upper boulders in the sun; 
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast. 
The work of hunters is another thing: 
I have come after them and made repair 
Where they have left not one stone on a stone, 
But they would have the rabbit out of hiding, 
To please the yelping dogs.  The gaps I mean, 
No one has seen them made or heard them made, 
But at spring mending-time we find them there. 
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill; 
And on a day we meet to walk the line 
And set the wall between us once again. 
We keep the wall between us as we go. 
To each the boulders that have fallen to each. 
And some are loaves and some so nearly balls 
We have to use a spell to make them balance: 
‘Stay where you are until our backs are turned!' 
We wear our fingers rough with handling them. 
Oh, just another kind of outdoor game, 
One on a side.  It comes to little more: 
There where it is we do not need the wall: 
He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 
My apple trees will never get across 
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 
He only says, ‘Good fences make good neighbors.' 
Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder 
If I could put a notion in his head: 
'Why do they make good neighbors?  Isn’t it 
Where there are cows?  But here there are no cows. 
Before I built a wall I’d ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offense. 
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That wants it down.'  I could say ‘Elves’ to him, 
But it’s not elves exactly, and I’d rather 
He said it for himself.  I see him there 
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top 
In each hand, like an old-stone savage armed. 
He moves in darkness as it seems to me, 
Not of woods only and the shade of trees. 
He will not go behind his father’s saying, 
And he likes having thought of it so well 
He says again, ‘Good fences make good neighbors.' 
 
3. How does Robert Frost’s poem “The Mending Wall” relate to xenophobia? 


