
Ellsberg and Snowden 

Snowden Background: In June of 2013 Edward J. Snowden, a consultant to the National Security Agency 
(NSA) leaked classified documents to the British daily newspaper “The Guardian” that revealed secret United 
States government surveillance programs. Mr. Snowden has been fleeing United States authorities ever since, 
first taking refuge in Hong Kong, then holing up in the transit section of the Moscow international airport, and 
finally asylum in Russia. Even though he may have broken American laws in leaking classified documents to the 
press, do you think Mr. Snowden did the right thing? Did he reveal information the public needed to know? Is 
he justified in fleeing the United States? 

Are Ellsberg and Snowden Heroes or Traitors? 
*Answer on a separate sheet of paper using evidence* 

 

“Ellsberg Yields, Is Indicted, Says He Gave Data to Press” Robert Reinhold, The New York Times, June 28, 1971 

Dr. Daniel Ellsberg declared today that he had given the Pentagon study of the Vietnam War to the press. 
Moments later he surrendered to the United States attorney here for arraignment on charges of unauthorized 
possession of secret documents … Looking calm and confident and clutching his wife, Patricia, around the 
shoulders he told the crushing throng of newsmen that in 1969 he gave the information contained in the 
documents to Senator J. W. Fulbright, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

“This spring, after two invasions and 9000 more Americans deaths, I can only regret that at the same time I 
did not release them to the newspapers,” he said. “I have now done so. I took this action solely at my own 
initiative.” 

“I did this clearly at my own jeopardy and I am prepared to answer to all the consequences of these decisions. 
That includes the personal consequences to me and my family, whatever these may be. Would you not go to 
prison to help end this war?” 

“Ex-Worker at C.I.A. Says He Leaked Data on Surveillance” Mark Mazzetti & Michael S. Schmidt, The New York 
Times, June 9, 2013 

A 29-year-old former C.I.A. computer technician went public on Sunday as the source behind the daily 
drumbeat of disclosures about the nation’s surveillance programs, saying he took the extraordinary step 
because “the public needs to decide whether these programs and policies are right or wrong.” 

During a 12-minute video interview that went online Sunday, Edward Joseph Snowden calmly answered 
questions about his journey from being a well-compensated government contractor with nearly unlimited 
access to America’s intelligence secrets to being holed up in a Hong Kong hotel room, the subject of a United 
States investigation, with the understanding that he could spend the rest of his life in jail … 

In his interview with The Guardian, Mr. Snowden said his job had given him access to myriad secrets that 
the United States government guards most jealously, including the locations of Central Intelligence Agency 
stations overseas and the identities of undercover agents working for the United States. 

But he said he had been selective in what he disclosed, releasing only what he found to be the greatest abuses 
of a surveillance state that he came to view as reckless and having grown beyond reasonable boundaries. He 
was alternately defiant and resigned, saying at one point that the C.I.A. might try to spirit him out of China, 
and speculating that it might even hire Asian gangs to go after him. 

“If you realize that that’s the world you helped create and it is going to get worse with the next generation 
and the next generation and extend the capabilities of this architecture of oppression, you realize that you 
might be willing to accept any risks and it doesn’t matter what the outcome is,” Mr. Snowden said.  


