
The Homefront & Minorities 
World War II 



Conservation 
•  Scrap Metal Drives 
• Victory Gardens 
• Kitchen Fats 



Rationing 
•  What was rationed? 
▫  Tires, cars, bicycles, gasoline 
▫  stoves 
▫  Rubber & leather shoes 
▫  Sugar, coffee, processed 

foods, meat, canned fish, 
cheese, canned milk, fats 
▫  Typewriters 
▫  Fabric, silk, nylons 



“THE RETURN OF THE SOUP 
KETTLE - The family soup kettle 
comes back into its own with the 
returning necessity for using 
every bit of food that enters the 
kitchen and the reduced supply 
of canned soups.  Practically all 
leftovers except sweets may go 
into the soup kettle.  When 
making stock use the bones 
from steaks, chops and roasts, 
ham bones, the gristly end of the 
tongue, carcasses of roast 
poultry and poultry feet.  Drain 
all vegetable liquor as well as the 
liquid from canned vegetables 
into the soup kettle...” 

$194.00 in 2015 dollars 





Fuel and Gas Rationing 
Non-
essential, 
4 gallons 
of gas a 
week 

Essential 
to the war 
effort, 8 
gallons of 
gas a 
week 

Trucker 
Unlimited gallons 

Congressmen 
Senators 
VIPs 
 
Unlimited gallons 



Victory Speed! 



Propaganda & Pop Culture 

•  The media worked with the federal gov’t, all film 
scripts had to be approved. 
▫  Fascination with movie stars and celebrities to 

escape the war. 
▫  Disney! 

•  Posters, posters, posters! 













Women and the War Effort 
Year Total Labor force 

(x1000) 
Female share of 
total(%) 

1940 56,100 25.2% 

1941 57,720 25.4% 

1942 60,330 26.7% 

1943 64,780 29.1% 

1944 66,320 29.2% 

1945 66,210 29.2% 

1946 60,520 27.8% 









WASPs 
•  Women Airforce Service Pilots 
•  1,074 female pilots who flew 

non-combat missions 
▫  10,000 applied 
▫  Primarily white women 
▫  2 Mexican-Americans, 2 

Chinese, 1 Native American 
•  Flew 60 million miles 
•  Granted veteran status in 1977 



AFRICAN-AMERICANS: 
Double V for Victory 
•  Victory abroad against Hitler 

and the Japanese. 
•  Victory at home against 

segregation. 
▫  Executive Order 8802 



AFRICAN-AMERICANS: 
The Tuskegee Airmen 
•  332nd & 447th 
•  First African-American 

military aviators 
•  Segregated and prejudiced 

military. 
•  Bolstered by the support of 

Eleanor Roosevelt, "Well, you 
can fly all right.” 





JAPANESE-AMERICANS: HOMEFRONT 



Internment 
•  Executive Order 9066 
•  127,000 U.S. citizens 
▫  Belongings and assets seized 
▫  Temporary centers 



Internment 



We saw all these people behind the fence, looking out, 
hanging onto the wire, and looking out because they were 
anxious to know who was coming in. But I will never forget 
the shocking feeling that human beings were behind this 
fence like animals [crying]. And we were going to also lose 
our freedom and walk inside of that gate and find 
ourselves…cooped up there…when the gates were shut, we 
knew that we had lost something that was very precious; 
that we were no longer free.” 

Mary Tsukamoto 









JAPANESE-AMERICANS: MILITARY 
•  Japanese propaganda 
•  1943 segregated military unit 

allowed 
▫  1,000 Hawaiian volunteers 

called for 
▫  10,000 turned up 

•  “I was angered to realize that 
my government felt that I was 
disloyal and part of the enemy, 
[an] enemy alien… And I 
wanted to be able to 
demonstrate, not only to my 
government, but to my 
neighbors that I was a good 
American.” 



Military 
•  Forced to take a loyalty oath 
•  2,100 volunteers from the 

camps 
•  100th and 442nd 
▫  Italy and North Africa 
▫  France 
▫  “Purple Heart Battalion” 

•  Pacific 
▫  Translators/interpreters 
▫  Work with civilians 



LATINOS: HOMEFRONT 
•  Los Angeles, 1943 
•  Tensions between white sailors 

and Mexican-American youth 
▫  Begins with the Sleepy 

Lagoon murder of José 
Gallardo Díaz (Aug. 2, 1942) 
▫  Who killed him?  

�  Police arrested 17 Mexican-
Americans 

▫  Celebrated by the press 
▫  Attacks in other cities – Zoot 

Suit Riots 



"The question goes deeper than just suits. It is a racial protest. I have been 
worried for a long time about the Mexican racial situation. It is a problem with 
roots going a long way back, and we do not always face these problems as we 
should.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 
 



LATINOS: MILITARY 
•  Served in integrated units 
•  Guy Louis Gabaldon 
▫  Captured 800 Japanese 

prisoners 



NATIVE AMERICANS: HOMEFRONT 
•  1945, an estimated 150,000 

Native Americans had directly 
participated in industrial, 
agricultural, and military 
aspects of the American war 
effort. 

•  40,000 leave reservations for 
the first time 



NATIVE AMERICANS: MILITARY 
•  Joe Medicine Crow 
•  Last Crow Indian war chief 
•  Last Plains Indian war chief 



Code Talkers 
•  Navajo, Lakota, Meskwaki, 

Comanche, Basque* 
•  Joe Kieyoomia 
▫  American/Navajo POW held 

by the Japanese in Nagasaki 


