
US and the Holocaust 
US History II 



Refugees Not Wanted 

•  Sept. 1935 
•  Nazi Germany passes 

Nuremberg laws taking away 
citizenship for German Jews 

•  Legally defenseless 

•  Lost jobs and property 

•  State Dept temporarily 
eased quotas (increased to 
20,000) 

•  82% of  Americans opposed 
admitting Jewish refugees  



Refugees Not Wanted 

•  1939 
•  America is still going 

through the Depression 
•  Quota allowed for 27,370 

German citizens to 
immigrate to the US 

•  In 1938 - 300,000 Germans 
(mostly Jewish refugees) 
applied for visas 

•  20,000 were approved 
•  American denied those 

"likely to become a public 
charge.” 



Refugees Not Wanted 

•  Frances Perkins (Sec. of  
Labor) proposed an 
executive order 
•  Suggested State Dept should 

give priority to those seeking 
refuge from racial or 
religious persecution 

•  State Dept objected 
•  Didn’t want to antagonize 

Germany 

•  FDR never issued the order 



On the Eve of  War 

•  May 1939: St. Louis left 
Germany carrying ~1,000 
refugees 
•  Already qualified for US 

visas (just didn’t have them 
yet) arranged for Cuban 
tourist visas 

•  Arrived in Havana, Cuba -
Cuban gov’t changed their 
regulations and didn’t let 
them land 



On the Eve of  War 

•  St. Louis sailed up the FL 
coast followed by the Coast 
Guard (prevent passengers 
for swimming ashore) 

•  State Dept refused to let 
refugees land w/o Congress 
or executive order 

•  Passengers aboard the ship 
sent a telegram to FDR 
pleading – he never 
responded 



On the Eve of  War 

•  The St. Louis was sent back 
to Europe 
•  Many countries accepted 

them as refugees but when 
the Nazis invaded Europe 
most were sent to 
concentration camps 

•  365 survived the war 



The War Years 

•  FDR continued to refuse to 
admit more refugees 

•  Joined the British in 
condemning the Nazi 
genocide 

•  In 1942, the American 
public finally learned the 
horrors Germany was 
inflicting 



The War Years 

•  Secretary of  the Treasury 
Henry Morgenthau Jr. met 
with FDR in 1944 and 
convinced FDR to create the 
War Refugee Board 
•  Issued war crimes warnings 
•  Sent food into concentration 

camps 
•  Worked with Swedish gov’t to 

rescue Hungarian Jews 
•  Established sanctuaries 

outside of  Europe (brought 
into the US as POW) 

•  Saved 200,000 Jews 



Liberation of  Concentration 
Camps 

•  Soviet forces were the first 
to liberate a camp in 1944 
•  Majdanek (Lublin, Poland) 

•  Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, 
and Auschwitz 

•  US soldiers liberated camps 
started in 1945: 
•  Buchenwald & Dachau 

•  British liberated camps: 
•  Bergen-Belsen 







Nuremberg Trials 

•  Military tribunals in 
Nuremberg, Germany 

•  Most famous was held 
between Nov 20, 1945 – Oct. 
1, 1946 

•  Trying 23 of  the most 
important military & political 
leaders of  the Third Reich 
•  Hitler, Heinrich Himmler 

(overseer of  the concentration 
camps), and Joseph Goebbels 
(Minister of  Propaganda) 
were not included 



Nuremberg Trials 

•  Indictments 
•  Participation in a common 

plan or conspiracy for the 
accomplishment of  a crime 
against peace 

•  Planning, initiating and 
waging wars of  aggression 
and other crimes against 
peace 

•  War crimes 

•  Crimes against humanity 



Nuremberg Trials 

•  Impact 
•  Sentenced to life in prison or 

death 

•  Documented Nazi atrocities 

•  Helped German public 
recognize their corrupt gov’t 

•  Did not end crimes against 
humanity or war crimes 


