
U S  H I S T O R Y  I  

PRESIDENTS DURING 
REFORM 



WHIG PARTY - 1834 

•  People who disliked 
Jackson 

•  Henry Clay, JQA, Daniel 
Webster 
•  Backed ideals of  American 

System 
•  Protective tariff  

•  Roads & canals 
•  Federal control of  banking 



MARTIN VAN BUREN 



MARTIN VAN BUREN 

•  First President to be 
born a US citizen! 

• Ran Jackson’s 
campaigns & became 
Secretary of  State 

•  1836 Election 
•  Whig’s run 3 

candidates 





JACKSON’S LEGACY 

•  “pet banks” more like wildcat banks 
•  Printed bank notes in excess of  the gold or silver they had deposited 

•  What happens if  people try and get gold or silver? 



SPECIE CIRCULAR 
(COINAGE ACT) - 1836 

• Executive order 
under Jackson, 
carried out by Van 
Buren 
• Payment for gov’t 

lands MUST be in 
gold and silver 
• Bank runs 



PANIC OF 1837 

• May 1837 – NY 
banks stop accepting 
paper currency 
•  Banks closed, credit 

system collapsed, 
people lost their 
savings, businesses 
bankrupt 
•  10% of  people in the 

US were out of  work 



WHAT DID VAN BUREN DO? 

• Reduce federal 
spending 
•  Prices dropped more 

•  Independent 
treasury 
•  1840 

•  More demand for 
silver and gold 



HARRISON & TYLER 



LOG CABIN CAMPAIGN 

•  Election of  1840 
•  Van Buren was widely unpopular 

Harrison the war hero and common man 
VS 

Van Buren the wealthy snob 

 



LOG CABIN CAMPAIGN 

•  Whig strategy = avoid 
national issues 
•  Slavery 

•  National Bank 

•  Exploit dissatisfaction with 
     van Buren 



TIPPECANOE AND TYLER TOO 

What's the cause of  this commotion, motion, motion, 
Our country through? 

It is the ball a-rolling on 
 

For Tippecanoe and Tyler too. 
For Tippecanoe and Tyler too. 

And with them we'll beat little Van, Van, Van, 
Van is a used up man. 

And with them we'll beat little Van. 
 





PRESIDENT TYLER 

•  Harrison died a month after 
his inauguration of  
pneumonia 

•  Tyler opposed many of  the 
parts of  the Whig program 
of  econ. recovery 
•  They only put him on the 

ballot to get votes from the 
South 

•  “His Accidency” 



JOHN TYLER’S GRANDCHILDREN ARE 
STILL ALIVE! 


