


JQA’s Presidency 

�  Couldn’t get much done 
because no one in 
Congress liked him. 
Why? 

�  Allowed too much 
political control to be 
held by elites. 

�  Objected to his support 
of  the American system 
on constitutional 
grounds. 



The rise of  the 
“Common Man” 



Voting Requirements in the 
Early 19th Century 



Why was there increased 
democratization? 

�  White male suffrage 
increased 

�  Nominating committees. 

�  Voters chose their states’ 
Presidential electors. 

�  Popular campaigning 
(parades, rallies, floats, 
etc.) 

 

Democratization:
transition to a more democratic 
political regime



Voter Turnout 
 
1824 - 1860 



Campaigning 
“On the Stump” 



The Center of  the 
Population moves WEST 



Andrew Jackson 



Rachel Jackson 



The 1828 Election 
JQA (Nat. Rep.) v Jackson (Dem Rep)  

�  Jackson’s campaign was designed by Senator Martin Van Buren (NY) 

�  Recreate the old Jeffersonian union/coalition of: 
�  Northern farmers and artisans. 
�  Southern slave owners. 
�  Farmers with small land holdings. 

�  New Democratic Republican Party from Jefferson’s old party 
�  National committee that oversaw local and state party units. 
�  Mass meetings, parades, picnics. 

�  A lot of  political “mudslinging” on both sides especially b/c of  
Rachel Jackson 



The Common Man 



1828 Election 



The new “Jackson Coalition” 

�  Southern Planter Elite 

�  Frontiersmen 

�  Artisans 

�  State Politicians -> spoils 
system aka giving jobs to 
your friends 

�  Immigrants in the cities. 



Jackson’s Faith in the 
“Common Man” 

�  Intense distrust of  Eastern 
“establishment,” monopolies, & special privilege. 

�  His heart & soul was with the “plain folk.” 

�  Belief  that the common man was capable of  
uncommon achievements. 



Jackson as President 



The Nullification Crisis (1/2) 

�  Tariff  of  1828 aka “Tariff  
of  Abominations” 
�  Taxes on imported 

manufactured goods 

�  Benefitted the North 
�  Ex. textiles and raw 

cotton 

�  Southerners look to VP 
John C. Calhoun (SC) to 
help them 



The Nullification Crisis (2/2) 

�  Some Southerners want to 
leave the Union! 

�  Calhoun resigned & pushed for 
the doctrine of  nullification 
�  States can declare a national 

law void or “nullify” it 

�  Henry Clay’s 1832 tariff  

�  South Carolina Ordinance of  
Nullification - 1832 

South Carolina protest pin 



Jackson’s Native 
American Policy 



Indian Removal 

�  Jackson’s Goal 
�  Remove Native Americans from their lands to sell to 

settlers and make $ for the gov’t 

�  1830 -> Indian Removal Act 
�  Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole 

“Five Civilized Tribes” 

�  These tribes had already “Americanized” 



Indian Removal 



Indian Removal 

�  Cherokee Nation v. GA (1831) & Worcester v. GA (1832) 
�  Chief  Justice John Marshall rules tribes are “domestic 

dependent nations” and only the U.S. federal gov’t can 
deal with them 

�  Treaty of  New Echota (1835) 
�  The U.S. gov’t signs a treaty with a group of  Cherokee 

where they agree to give up their land 

�  Cherokee Chief  John Ross did not sign this treaty 



The Cherokee Nation 



Trail of  Tears 



Bank of  the United States 

�  Central bank was loved by 
businessmen and hated by farmers 

�  Run by Nicholas Biddle (banker NOT 
a politician) 

�  Jackson did not like the bank because 
he distrusted financial institutions 

�  Also concerned about the 
constitutional issue 

�  And liked “hard-money” aka gold 
and silver over “soft-money” aka 
paper money and buying on credit 



Bank of  the United States 

�  1832 – Senators Daniel Webster & Henry Clay 
introduce a re-charter 

�  Jackson told his VP Martin Van Buren, "The Bank is 
trying to kill me, Sir, but I shall kill it!” 

�  Jackson became OBSESSED with opposing the bank 
�  Vetoed the bank recharter 



Pet Banks 

�  Jackson believed the BUS was a “monster” that 
corrupted “our statesmen” and wanted “to destroy our 
republican institution” 

�  Sec. of  Treasury moved gov’t funds to certain state 
banks chosen for their loyalty to Democratic Party 

�  Biddle is furious! Businessmen go to DC to complain 
�  “Go to Nicholas Biddle” 

�  Bank charter expires in 1836 


