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Westford Academy, in collaboration with home and community, provides a safe environment where high expectations 
advance academic excellence. We are committed to promoting integrity and critical thinking, while fostering tolerance 
and life-long learning in an ever-changing global society. 

“The longer you look back the further you can look forward.” – Winston Churchi l l  
 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year and to United States History I CP! I’m excited for us to work 
together as we begin to learn about themes, events, and people from that past that have shaped the United 
States today. With emphasis placed on reading, writing, and discussions, this course will challenge you to 
bring together many different sources in order to develop a thorough understanding of history. 
 
Course Content 
The curriculum for this course covers United States History from the founding of the colonies through 
Reconstruction after the Civil War.  
 
General Expectations 
- Students will come to class prepared, on time, with a positive attitude, and ready to learn. 
- Students will be respectful of classmates, teacher, classroom, and class content. 
- Students will contact me ASAP when absent to get missing work/schedule time to make up any work 

that they missed. 
- Students will follow all general rules and expectations of student handbook (especially those regarding, 

tardiness, absences, and plagiarism!). 
- Students will ask questions or seek my help for clarification, study tips, or review as needed. 
 
Required Materials 
- Binder with three sections – Handouts, Tests/Quizzes/Projects, Research & Writing (no folders!) 
- Notebook or lined paper in binder 
- Writing utensil (pencil or pen is fine, blue or black ink is preferred) 
- The Americans, our textbook 
 
Assignments 
Tests/Projects/Essays (45%) 
Tests will usually be given at the end of a unit. Projects and Essays may take the place of or might be added 
to a test. Some form of study guide will be provided for Tests and rubrics will be provided for Projects and 
Essays, which will outline specific requirements for individual assignments. 
 
Quizzes/In-Class Activities (35%) 
Quizzes are given occasionally as a portion of a larger unit. In-Class Activities are substantial assignments 
that we will work on or complete during class time. For example, this may include class discussions which 
require preparation or parts of a larger assignment. 
 
Homework (10%) 
Homework will be given when necessary, either to reinforce something we have discussed in class that day 
or to prepare for the next day’s work. Assignments will vary, but often will involve readings from the textbook 
and/or other sources. Students are expected to thoughtfully and actively read. 
 
Participation (10%) 
Participation is an important part of learning and is expected in this class. This includes large and small group 
discussions, as well as seeking out help when you need it. Learning is different for everyone so participation 
will look different for every student. 
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Grading Policy: 
Late Assignments 
Homework is due at the beginning of the class period, homework turned in at the end of the period is 
considered late. If completed thoroughly homework will receive: a 100% if turned in on time, a 75% if turned 
in a day late, and a 50% if turned in before the unit test/end of unit. Late projects/essays will be penalized 5 
points a day.  After one week, you will not be able to make it up. Turn in your assignments on time! 
 
Extra-Credit/Do-overs 
Extra-credit assignments will be offered to the entire class only, not on an individual basis. Essay re-writes, 
and test corrections will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Absence/Tardiness Policy 
The policies regarding class absences and tardiness set forth by the Westford Academy Student Handbook 
will apply in this class. 
- If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain the work you missed from the “Extra Copies” bin 
- If you are absent on the day of a quiz or a test, see me the day you return to schedule the make-up. 
- If you are absent on the day that a project is due, you will be expected to turn it in on the day you return. 
- If you are going to miss class because of a scheduled absence (such as a field trip or appointment) it is 

your responsibility to let me know in advance. You will be expected to turn in assignments that are due 
the day you will be absent. 

- If you are going to miss class because of a religious holiday you must let me know at least two weeks in 
advance. Late homework and projects will be accepted, and you will be able to make up tests and 
quizzes. 

 
Cheating/Plagiarism 
Please review Westford Academy’s policies on cheating and plagiarism—located in the Student Handbook—
as they will apply in this class. We will review plagiarism policies more closely later this year. 
 
Cell Phones 
Cell phones, tablets, and laptops may be used during class at the discretion of the teacher. 
 
Course Web Page 
Course materials and other information can be found at mswinokur.com. We will also be using Google 
Classroom to turn in many assignments. 
 
Contacting Me: 
Seek me out if you are in need of assistance - I am available after school on most days, just ask! You can 
also try to catch me before/after class, but this time can be hectic. Unless it’s a quick question let’s find a 
better time for us to meet. Especially if you need help/have a question after school hours, send me an email. 
My email is lwinokur@westfordk12.us and I will try and get back to you as soon as possible. If you like you 
can also tweet at me, my twitter is @MsWinokur. Please remember to keep your e-mails and tweets 
professional and appropriate! I will also be using a tool called “Remind” to help you with due dates. 
 

The worst th ing you can do is not reach out i f  you need help! 
 
	  
 


