
DBQ: President Johnson’s Policies 

Directions: 
I. Read each of the following eight documents (A-H) and for each document analyze it using the SC3 

method (below). Make sure you Source and put the document in Context BEFORE reading. 
1. Source - Who wrote this? What is the author’s perspective? Why was it written? When was it 

written? Where was it written? Is this source reliable? Why? Why not? 
2. Context - When and where was the document created?  How might the circumstances in which 

the document was created affect its content? 
3. Close Reading - What claims does the author make? What evidence does the author use? What 

language (words, phrases, images, symbols) does the author use to persuade the document's 
audience? How does the document's language indicate the author's perspective?  

4. Corroborate - What do other documents say? Do the documents agree? If not, why? What 
documents are most reliable? What do you already know about this topic? 

II. Write a thesis statement that answers the following question – YOU MUST FORM AN OPINION! 
Was the primary reason for the failure of President Johnson’s policies in Vietnam 
political or military? 

III. Construct an outline for an essay that you would write based on the documents/your thesis. 
1. Fully write your introduction paragraph – without using bullet points with a brief background & 

your thesis statement 
2. Write a topic sentence for each of your body paragraphs – the main points of your argument. 
3. Below each topic sentence use bullet points where you state your main pieces of evidence, make 

sure you reference specific documents! 
4. Use bullet points to summarize in a conclusion “paragraph” 

 
Document A 
Whereas naval units of the communist regime in Vietnam...have deliberately and repeatedly attacked United 
States Naval vessels lawfully present in international waters... and... 

Whereas these attacks are part of a deliberate and systematic campaign of aggression that the 
Communist regime in North Vietnam has been waging against its neighbors... Now therefore, be it Resolved by 
the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That: The 
Congress approves and supports the determination of the President, as Commander-in- Chief, to take all 
necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further 
aggression... 

The United States is...prepared, as the President determines, to take all necessary steps, including the 
use of the armed force, to assist any member...of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting 
assistance in defense of its freedom. 

U.S. Congress Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, August 7, 1964 
Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 
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Document B 
A mature great power will make measured and limited use of its power. It will [shun] the theory of a global and 
universal duty which not only commits it to unending wars of intervention but intoxicates its thinking with the 
illusion that it is a crusader for [morality], that each war is a “war to end all war.” Since in this generation we 
have become a great power, I am in favor of learning to behave like a great power, of getting rid of the 
globalism which would not only entangle us everywhere but is based on the totally vain notion that if we do not 
set the world in order, no matter what the price, we cannot live in the world safely. 

Walter Lippmann 
Great Decisions, 1966 

 
Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Document C 

We will stay because a just nation cannot leave to the cruelties of its enemies a people who have staked 
their lives and independence on America’s solemn pledge - a pledge which had grown through the commitment 
of three American Presidents. 

We will stay because in Asia - and around the world - are countries whose independence rests, in large 
measure, on confidence in America’s word and in American protection. To yield to force in Viet-Nam would 
weaken that confidence, would undermine the independence of many lands, and would whet the appetite of 
aggression. We would have to fight one land, and then we would have to fight another - or abandon much of 
Asia to the domination of Communists. 

Lyndon B. Johnson State of the Union Message January 12, 1966 
 

Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 



DBQ: President Johnson’s Policies 

Document D 

 
Bettman/Corbis 1971 

 
Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   

 
Document E  
Every American instinct makes us want to jump in with both feet and get this unpleasant job over with - as 
quickly as possible. Traditional oriental patience makes them willing to extend the struggle unto generation after 
generation, if necessary. We are fighting the war with the commodity most precious to us - and held much 
cheaper by the enemy-the lives of men. 
And toward what objective? Negotiation. 
I submit to you that it is not possible for us to lose the war. We are too strong. But it is more than possible to 
lose the negotiation. And the longer it is delayed, the more likely we are to lose it... 
So - how do we end the war in Vietnam?... We must fight it with least cost to ourselves and at the greatest cost 
to the enemy. We must change the currency in this game from men to material. 
America’s greatest strength in this military situation is our air and naval power. We must use is strategically. We 
must use it decisively. We must use it now... I do not think it will be necessary to use nuclear weapons to 
accomplish this task. But I would not rule out any strength that we have, it the situation demanded it... 
 

General Curtis LeMay Congressional Record, April 10, 1967 
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Document F 
Until we Americanized the war by our own intervention it was essentially a civil war. South Vietnamese, 
provoked by repressive acts of the Saigon government, revolted against Diem. We intervened with money, 
“advisors,” bombers, and weapons at a time when even our own government did not claim that North Vietnam 
was sending forces south. According to a speech by Senator Mansfield in 1966, “When the sharp increase in 
military effort began in early 1965, it was estimated that only about 400 North Vietnamese soldiers were among 
the enemy force in the South which totaled 140,000 at that time.” Today our government claims that North 
Vietnam has about 100,000 troops in the South. Meanwhile we have an occupation force of 500,000 ground 
troops in the South supported by over 70,000 foreign allied troops, plus the Pacific Naval and Air Command. 
 

Professor and Faculty Committee on the Vietnam Moratorium, Advertisement in newspapers, 
November-December, 1969 

 

Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   

 
Document G 
We are confronted with a situation in which a very patient enemy had been led to believe that we are sorely 
divided, and that if he will only fight long enough and make clever plans for offenses from time to time, we will 
become weary of war and we will give over the country in a veil of surrender or under some face-saving method 
to get out. I believe that is what this protracted debate has been accomplishing... 
I think the major achievement of the enemy has been to frighten so many people in this country into wanting to 
get out, into negotiating, into believing that we cannot win, into believing that we are losing and we have to just 
withdraw unilaterally. 

Senator John Tower of Texas 
Congressional Record, March 7, 1968 
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Document H 
 
While determined to pursue Mr. Kennedy’s policy in Vietnam, President Johnson was nevertheless obsessed 
with his program of domestic achievement, the Great Society. Although he expanded American military 
commitment, he pursued a policy at home of business as usual... 
Despite congressional endorsement for military action, as firm as that provided Truman, Eisenhower, and 
Kennedy, President Johnson was determined to keep the war limited and publicly announced that he would 
sanction no expansion of it. That locked American military forces into a defensive strategy, as anyone versed in 
military history know that a force on the offensive has advantages over one on the defensive. 
As the war dragged on without decisive military action, the mood of Congress changed, a reflection of public 
attitudes strongly influenced by the news media, particularly television. 

General William Westmoreland (Retired) The Vietnam War, 1979 
 

Sourcing Context Close Reading Corroborate 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   

 
 


