
Name: Date: A Nation of Immigrants 

 
 

1. What is the main message of the cartoon? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What does this cartoon tell you about immigration laws 
after World War I? 

 
 

3. What fears does this cartoonist have about immigration? 

 
Imagine you are someone who plans to immigrate to the United States. How do the cartoons make you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. What is a quota? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How did quotas affect immigration to the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How did immigration quotas affect the numbers of immigrants admitted to the U.S.? Which groups were most 
affected? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Based on the arguments of Senator David Reed (R-PA), co-sponsor of the Immigration Act of 1924, is the 
motivation for the quotas reasonable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework: In 2006 CNN covered the immigration protests happening throughout the country: 

 
“Once again, the streets of our country were taken over today by people who don’t belong here… Taxpayers who have 
surrendered highways, parks, sidewalks and a lot of television news time on all these cable news networks to mobs of illegal 
aliens are not happy about it… America’s illegal aliens are becoming even bolder. March through our streets and demand 
your rights. Excuse me? You have no rights here, and that includes the right to tie up our towns and cities and block our 
streets. At some point this could all turn very violent as Americans become fed up with the failure of their government to 
address the most pressing domestic issue of our time.” 

- Jack Cafferty on CNN’s Situation Room, April 10, 2006 
 
For homework find a recent news article from a reputable website (CNN, BBC, NBC News, etc.) that discusses the 
debate over immigration. Highlight or underline any comparisons you find to the immigration debates of the 1920s. 
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Who Was Shut Out? Immigration Quotas, 1925–1927

In response to growing public opinion against the flow of immigrants from Southern and Eastern 
Europe in the years following World War I, Congress passed the Quota Act of 1921 and the 
even more restrictive Immigration Act of 1924 (the Johnson-Reed Act). Initially, the 1924 law 
imposed a total quota on immigration of 165,000 — less than 20 percent of the pre-World War 
I average. Ceilings on the number of immigrants from any particular nation were based on the 
percentage of each nationality recorded in the 1890 census — a blatant effort to limit immi-
gration from Southern and Eastern Europe, which mostly occurred after that date. In the first 
decade of the 20th century, an average of 200,000 Italians had entered the United States each 
year. With the 1924 Act, the annual quota for Italians was set at less than 4,000. This table 
shows the annual immigration quotas under the 1924 Immigration Act. 

Northwest Europe and Scandinavia Eastern and Southern Europe Other Countries

Country Quota Country Quota Country Quota

Germany 51,227 Poland 5,982 Africa 
(other than Egypt)

1,100

Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

34,007 Italy 3,845 Armenia 124

Irish Free State (Ireland) 28,567 Czechoslovakia 3,073 Australia 121

Sweden 9,561 Russia 2,248 Palestine 100

Norway 6,453 Yugoslavia 671 Syria 100

France 3,954 Romania 603 Turkey 100

Denmark 2,789 Portugal 503 Egypt 100

Switzerland 2,081 Hungary 473 New Zealand 
and Pacific Islands

100

Netherlands 1,648 Lithuania 344 All others 1,900

Austria 785 Latvia 142  

Belgium 512 Spain 131  

Finland 471 Estonia 124  

Free City of Danzig 228 Albania 100  

Iceland 100 Bulgaria 100  

Luxembourg 100 Greece 100  

 

Total (Number) 142,483 Total (Number) 18,439 Total (Number) 3,745

Total (%) 86.5 Total (%) 11.2 Total (%) 2.3

 

(Total Annual immigrant quota: 164,667)

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States (Washington, D.C. Government Printing Office, 1929), 100.
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5078 

ARRIVAL
Immigration Act of 1924 
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(Editorial secretary for the American Baptist Home Mission Society and an ordained Baptist minister.) 
Source: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19198/19198-h/19198-h.htm
Copyright 1906, by Young People’s Missionary Movement New York

ARRIVAL
Immigration Act of 1924 

From “Aliens or Americans” by Howard Grose
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The Immigration Act Of 1924

The following passage features the reasoning of Senator Reed (R-Pa), one of the authors of the 
Immigration Act of 1924. The current law, passed in 1921, restricted the flow of immigrants to 
3% of the number of immigrants of any particular country that had been living in the United 
States in 1910. Reed wanted to stem the flow to only 2% and was successful in persuading 
Congress to pass this restriction under the new legislation. Excerpted from “Our New Nordic 
Immigration Policy,” Literary Digest, May 10, 1924: 12-13.

The purposes of the new law, we read in a New York Times article by Senator Reed (Rep., Pa.), 
author of The Senate Bill, are: 

1. America realizes that she is no longer a desert country in need of reinforcements to her 
population. She realizes that her present numbers and their descendants are amply sufficient to 
bring out her natural resources at a reasonable rate of progress. She knows that her prosperity 
at this moment far exceeds that of any other land in the world. She realizes that unless immi-
gration is numerically restrained she will be overwhelmed by a vast migration of peoples from 
the war-stricken countries of Europe. Such a migration could not fail to have a baleful effect 
upon American wages and standards of living, and it would increase mightily our problem of 
assimilating the foreign-born who are already here. Out of these thoughts have risen the general 
demands for limitation of the number of immigrants who may enter this country.

2. There has come about a general realization of the fact that the races of men who have been 
coming to us in recent years are wholly dissimilar to the native-born Americans; that they are 
untrained in self-government - a faculty that it has taken the Northwestern Europeans many 
centuries to acquire. America was beginning also to smart under the irritation of her ‘foreign 
colonies’ - those groups of aliens, either in city slums or in country districts, who speak a foreign 
language and live a foreign life, and who want neither to learn our common speech nor to share 
our common life. From all this has grown the conviction that it was best for America that our 
incoming immigrants should hereafter be of the same races as those of us who are already here, 
so that each year’s immigration should so far as possible be a miniature America, resembling in 
national origins the persons who are already settled in our country. . . .” 

It is true that 75 per cent of our immigration will hereafter come from Northwestern Europe; 
but it is fair that it should do so, because 75 per cent of us who are now here owe our origin to 
immigrants from those same countries. . . . 

ARRIVAL
Immigration Act of 1924 
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The following two maps from the New York Times illustrate how change from a 3-percent 
immigration restriction law to a 2-percent immigration restriction law would affect the flow 
of immigration to America from each European nation.

The flow of immigration under the proposed 2% law

The flow of immigration under the current 3% law


